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READY MIXED CONCRETE
Quality Concrete • Dependable Service • Competitive Prices 
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • Saturday Deliveries

Other Services
Sand • Stone • Curb Stops • Barrier 

Blocks • Snow Removal 
Dump Truck Services • Propane 
Filling Station • Hydraulic Hoses

(304) 274-0100
2630 Little Georgetown Rd,

Hedgesville, WV 25427 
www.manorconcretewv.com
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APPLIANCE SALES

LANDSCAPING

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

Locally owned 
businesses o� ering 

the best in service and 
merchandise and here 

to serve you...

Antietam
Tree and Turf

• Tree & Shrub Inspections
• Plant Health Care
• Lawn Care Fertilization
   & Weed Control
• ISA Certified Arborist on Staff
• Complimentary Property Survey
• Emerald Ash Borer Services

Call Randy or Roger Finn
Licensed & Certified

www.antietamtree.com
301.791.3500 / 800.368.2380

1967 2021

For your Tree & Lawn Care Needs
54 YEARS OF SERVICE

QUALITY USED APPLIANCES
Highest Quality at

Lowest Prices!
All Brands, Makes &

Models
TESTED & IN GREAT CONDITION

Gary Johnson, Owner/Manager
(304) 261-8878

304-229-8620
Established 1970

I-81, Exit 4, Martinsburg, WV

Mary Jo Bennett, an 
award-winning photographer 
who has had her work dis-
played in a variety of loca-
tions, including Tamarack in 
Beckley and the Torpedo Fac-
tory in Alexandria, Virginia, 
shared that she loves to pho-
tograph florals and country 
landscapes when the weather 
is good. In the winter, she ex-
periments with abstracts.

Kracke enjoys wildlife 
photography as well as ac-
tion photography. He shared 
that he takes pleasure in pho-
tographing his grandchildren 
who are active in different 
sports. Kracke has taken a va-
riety of photos while serving 
in the U.S. Navy, including 
having an opportunity to pho-
tograph Nelson Rockefeller 
and Henry Kissinger.

“I sent them both a copy of 
photographs,” Kracke said.

“Nelson Rockefeller sent 
back a signed copy of the 
photo. A reply came from 
Henry Kissinger that ‘he 
doesn’t sign photographs,’” 
Kracke laughed.

Other artists in the show 
include Cherie Casari, Ellen 
Hardesty and Alice Newton. 
Each have joined together 
in the Photography Club to 
share their photos and tech-
niques. When the club was 
formed around 2008, one of 
the premises was to give back 
to the community by helping 
people learn about photogra-
phy—including everything 
from what an F-Stop means to 
understanding such things as 
depth of field.

Photographers of all skill-

sets are welcome to join 
the club members, as well 
as those who use different 
types of cameras, including 
cell phone cameras. The club 
members work with still pho-
tography only and can include 
digital, film, color and black 
and white. The club members 
take part in photo contests, 
presentations, topic discus-
sions and more.

The club meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. in the Fire Hall Gal-
lery, 108 N. George St. in 
Charles Town. Zoom meet-
ings are also available. Those 
interested in learning more 
about the club are welcome 
to come check out a meeting 
or visit its Facebook page and 
website at jcpcwv.com.

Red flag laws allow guns to 
be taken away from someone if 
the person is deemed a threat, 
following a legal protocol, and 
some states already have them. 
“We need to look at those and 
see if they are effective,” she 
added.

Taking away rights of 
law-abiding citizens is an is-
sue, she said of some gun con-
trol measures, pointing to the 
transfer of ownership of weap-
ons inside families and requir-
ing those guns to be registered.

Such “loopholes” can be 
complicated, she said, and 
need scrutiny to protect peo-
ple’s rights.

Doing a better job of trying 
to track those who may cause 
harm is on the table as well.

“We need to be aggressive 
in turning threats over to the 
authorities,” she said, pointing 
to the same pattern of many 
of the killers, who are young 
males with troubled back-
grounds and often loners.

Proposals should also ad-

dress items like better recog-
nizing and handling those men-
tal health issues with youth, 
looking at whether 18 is an ap-
propriate age to purchase cer-
tain weapons and establishing 
more aggressive measures to 
protect schools.

The shooter at Robb Ele-
mentary School purchased two 
assault rifles within days after 
his 18th birthday and hundreds 
of rounds of ammunition.

“These are the things we 
ought to be looking at,” she 
said.

Capito said quick lockdown 
of schools and classrooms is 
another procedure that needs 
addressing, but safety experts 
should be involved to make 
sure lockdowns do not jeopar-
dize safety in case of a fire.

She also has reservations 
about training and arming 
some teachers or other school 
personnel.

“I want to hear from the ed-
ucation community to see how 
they feel about that,” she said, 

adding that it may create some 
liability issues.

Regardless of what ideas 
end up being included in any 
legislation, she said pressure 
from the public to take action 
is “very high.”

“Polling shows the Ameri-
can public want to see us react-
ing in a positive way together,” 
she said. “There is public pres-
sure to be bipartisan ... Hope-
fully, they (Democrats) will 
work with us to find that sweet 
spot.”

Capito also said she thought 
Pres. Joe Biden’s address to 
the nation regarding the shoot-
ings was “from the heart.”

“I think this president in 
particular is a good comforter 
… and he has had personal 
tragedy from his home,” she 
said, adding that most people 
are “reacting viscerally” in 
expressing their concern and 
grief over the tragedy.

— Contact Charles Boothe 
at cboothe@bdtonline.com.
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Hospice of the 
Panhandle named 
a 2022 Hospice 
Honors recipient

KEARNEYSVILLE – Hos-
pice of the Panhandle has been 
named a 2022 Hospice Honors 
recipient by HEALTHCAR-
Efirst, a leading provider of 
billing and coding services, 
Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Sys-
tems (CAHPS) surveys and 
advanced analytics. Hospice 
Honors is a prestigious pro-
gram that recognizes hospices 
providing the highest level of 
quality as measured from the 
caregiver’s point of view.

This represents the first 
time that HOTP received this 

award. Hospice of the Pan-
handle is one of five hospices 
in West Virginia to be recog-
nized.

“Hospice Honors recipients 
are industry leaders in provid-
ing quality care and constantly 
seeking ways to improve,” said 
Ronda Howard, vice president 
revenue cycle and CAHPS at 
HEALTHCAREfirst. “We are 
honored to be aligned with 
such high-performing agencies 
like Hospice of the Panhandle 
and we congratulate them on 
their success.”

Award criteria were based 
on Hospice CAHPS survey re-
sults for the evaluation period 
that lasted from October 2020 
through September 2021. Re-
cipients were selected by eval-
uating performance on a set of 

24 quality indicator measures 
including a question regarding 
“willingness to recommend.” 
Performance scores were com-
pared on a question-by-ques-
tion basis to a national per-
formance score calculated 
from all hospices contained 
in HEALTHCAREfirst’s da-
tabase.

“This is such an honor to 
receive this recognition,” said 
Quality Assurance Coordinator 
and Clinical Director Danielle 
Ruble. “It speaks directly to 
what guides and directs us ev-
ery day at Hospice of the Pan-
handle – providing excellent, 
quality care for our patients 
and support for their families 
who are suffering from serious 
illnesses.”
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While at the nonprofit 
center on Almeda Farm at 
749 Salem Church Rd. near 
Boyce, the dementia patients 
spend time with horses that 
have been specially trained 
as therapeutic animals. The 
horses stand calmly while be-
ing stroked and groomed by 
their visitors, while volunteers 
from both Westminster-Can-
terbury and the center talk with 
the participants and attempt to 
trigger memories of any previ-
ous experiences they may have 
had with horses.

Yeakley said she remem-
bered her father riding horses 
and that she was afraid of 
the animals when she was a 
girl. That fear was quickly al-
layed on Thursday by Chief, 
a 13-year-old American Paint 
gelding with a tan and white 
coat whose gentle disposition 
made Yeakley comfortable 
enough to groom his mane. For 
the next 45 minutes, her smile 
never waned.

Fawcett and White had 
difficulty remembering their 
previous interactions with 
horses, but they were happy 
on Thursday to live in the mo-
ment. Fawcett stroked Dillon, 
a 20-year-old gelding with 
a Liver chestnut coat, and 
White partnered with Honey, 
a 21-year-old Hafflinger mare 
with a chestnut coat.

After a few minutes with 
Dillon, Fawcett started to re-
call her previous two or three 
visits to the center. When 
asked what she liked best 
about the experiences, she 
smiled and said, “Just being 
with the horses.”

“One out of a million will 
make a good therapy horse,” 
Youngs said while watching 
how well Dillon, Chief and 
Honey handled the attention 
from the three women.

Youngs said the idea for 
the center’s Memory Support 
Program originated two years 
ago after she was contacted 

by a Westminster-Canterbury 
staff member who attended a 
conference that included a pre-
sentation about the therapeutic 
value of pairing horses with 
people who live with dementia.

“They came out at the 
end of February (2020) and 
we were going to do the ses-
sions, but then COVID came,” 
Youngs said.

The pandemic put every-
thing on hold until January 
of this year, when Youngs 
said Westminster-Canterbury 
reached out again and said 
they felt the COVID-19 threat 
had subsided enough that it 
would finally be safe to launch 
the program.

Before the Memory Sup-
port Program got underway 
earlier this spring, Youngs 
said she and the center’s vol-
unteers spent hours acclimat-
ing the horses to wheelchairs 
and walkers to make sure they 
wouldn’t become spooked by 
the mobility aids. They also 
needed to be sure the horses 
would remain calm and re-
ceptive when interacting with 
strangers.

Every Thursday at 4 p.m., 
three of the seven Westmin-
ster-Canterbury residents who 
participate in the Memory Sup-
port Program are transported to 
the center for a 45-minute ses-
sion with the horses.

“This is our fifth session,” 
Youngs said on Thursday. 
“For about 25, 30 minutes, 
they interact with the horses 
— brushing, touching, talking. 
And then, if there’s no one in 
the indoor arena at 4:30, we’ll 
do a little parade where we 
walk the horses and they get to 
see them.”

Jillian Huhn, activities di-
rector for Westminster-Canter-
bury residents who are living 
with dementia, said the ses-
sions have been remarkably 
productive.

“People that live with de-
mentia can’t always remember 
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The May 23 tour began 
with presentations from Hall, 
WVU President E. Gordon 
Gee and Sarah Armstrong 
Tucker, chancellor of the West 
Virginia Higher Education 
Policy Commission and chan-
cellor of the Community and 
Technical College System. 
Both expressed how excite-
ment surrounding the building.

“We have an abundance of 
opportunity, we just need to 
make certain that we take ad-
vantage of it, we don’t squan-
der it, we’re fast, agile and 
driven by the power of our 
imagination. If we can do that, 
then we’re going to be suc-
cessful,” Gee said.

Armstrong said the impor-
tance of any type of higher 
education, especially in West 
Virginia and shared informa-
tion about resources people 
might not know about. For ex-
ample, they are increasing stu-
dent financial aid and college 
planning outreach and bringing 
awareness to mental health on 
campus.

“This state, probably more 
than any other state in the na-
tion, has invested in student 
financial aid and yet, our stu-

dents still think our college 
isn’t affordable, but it is. We 
have to get that word out to 
them, we have to have them 
understand that higher educa-
tion is affordable in the state of 
West Virginia and we will fig-
ure out a way to help them pay 
for it,” Armstrong said.

After the presentations, 
guests were split into group 
tours where guests were given 
a short presentation and an-
swered questions.

Guests were also shown 
where a piece of the gym floor 
from the Basketball Club 
House in Stansbury Hall has 
been salvaged and hung on the 
wall.

Hall said that the project 
has been an idea since he came 
back to the university as a fac-
ulty member, 10 years ago. 
Four years ago, the project 
became a reality and construc-
tion began two years ago. The 
college is close to being fully 
finished, but will be ready for 
students this fall.

“I feel relieved and I’m 
excited to be able to have our 
students here in the fall,” Hall 
said.

events like this, but some of 
these guys come home and 
talk about it. It blows your 
mind,” Huhn said. “Even 
when we pull up, they re-
member being here and it’s 
so cool, just amazing. It 
makes me want to cry.”

With results this spec-
tacular, Youngs said she in-
tends to start a fresh set of 
sessions this fall, then possi-
bly revise the Memory Care 
Program next spring so par-
ticipants can visit more of-
ten and forge even stronger 
bonds with the horses.

To learn more about the 
nonprofit Blue Ridge Center 
for Therapeutic Horseman-
ship and its programs to help 
people overcome mental, 
physical and emotional chal-
lenges, visit brcth.org.

— Contact Brian Brehm 
at bbrehm@winchesterstar.
com.
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Open Up the Day
A Great Way to... 


